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B Collect lnwn and garden clippings, pruning
waste, and tree rimmings for compost in
your own yard,

B Do not place yard waste into curbside
drains,

W Wash cars and boats using
wdegradable cleaners.
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ESTUAEINFESEENE:
Eswaries are the ransition zones between fresh-
water and marine gcosystems whene fresh water
mixes with salt water, They are among the most
biologically productive ecosystemns in the world,
acting as murseries for marine lite and prowvi
impaortant habitat for 2 variety of wildlife, Long
Tsland’s South Shore Estiary consists of 3 series
of shallow, interconnected bays — and the tidal
portions of their tributaries — formed behind
the barrier islands that separate the Long Islind
mainkmd from the Atlantic Ocean.

The South Shore Estuary Reserve siretches from
the western boundary of the Town of
Hempstead o the middle of the
Town of Southam . South o north,
the Reserve extends from the mean high
tide line on the ocean side of the barrier
islands 10 the inland fimis of the watersheds
that drain into Hempstead Bay, South Ovster
Bay, Great South Bay, Moriches Bay, and
Shinnecock Bay. The Reserve is home to
about L million people.

The estuary has remendous ecological,
economic, and social importance. It contains
the most extensive acreage of tidal wetlands
and the greatest diversity of habitat in New York
State, and it supponts the Ste's largest concen-
wration of water-dependent usinesses. Linked
with the estuary’s resources are the activites and
facilities that epitomize the region’s maritine her
itage and present day culture: commercial and
recreational fishing and shell fishing, boat build-
ing and boat vards, ferries and waterborne trans
portation, sailing, bay houses, bay beaches, estate
prarks, historic souciures and maritime centers,

One of the most immediate threats 1o the South
Shore Estuary is diminished water quality. The
Teading identified cause of poor water gquality in

the estuary is won point source poliution.
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L Non point source pollution is the nation’s
largest waler quality problem.*

L 80% of pollution to the marine environment
comes from land-based sources,**

L Non point source pollution, commonly occur-
ring as polluted runofl, can make rivers and
constal waters unsafe for humans and wildlife.
In somme areas, polluted runoff canses beaches
to bee elosed after rainstorms,**

South Shore Estuary Res
extablished frursiant fo the Long Istand
South Shove Estruory Reserse At of 1993
T Department of State provided fumdy for this
publication from the New York State
Enwironmental Protection Fund.
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Non paoint source pollution, commonly occurring

in the form of polluted storm water nunolf, is the

primary water quality concern in the South Shore

Estuary, Polluted storm water runoff' is the main
canse of witer rlzgmda[iun i 48
segments in the Reserye with use impairments.

There are numerous activities that ocear on fand
which contribute to non point sousce pollution
including pesticide and fertilizer use, on-site
wastewater disposal (e.g. failing septic systems),
construction activities, chemical and petroleam
use and storage, domestic animal waste disposal,
veehicle
and maintenance practices, With each rainfall,

pollutants generated by these activities are washed

into our storm water drains, channels, and small
streams that fow inio waterways and eventually
onir coastil waters,
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The health of the South Shore Estuary depends
upan the siewardship of those whe five and
work in the Reserve, This stewartship can
b expressed in many ways, but rhicl'.mu-ng
them are best management practices (BMPs),
activities that allow us o reduce on a daily basis
the non point source pollution from activitics
and our communities. These practices can
both prevent contaminants from entering storm
water and remove some of the pollution that
has already entered a body of water.

The need 1o preserve and protect the aesthetics
and naturl resources of the South Shore
Estuary has become reacily apparent. Those
who reside in the South Shore Estuary Reserve
are nof just residents, but members of an
ecomystem that depends on their responsible
lifestvle in order o suseain el
Best management practices offer
HMEIns 0 CONserve resounces,
decrease environmental and
cronaimic costs, and prevent
anel reduce pulhnjnn o the
fragile waterwiays of onr esoery.
There are many simple things
that can be done by all of us o
combit non point source pollu-
tion andd preserve and enhance
watter uadity in the estuary and
its tributary rivers and sireams.
These range from cleaning up
after your pets to how you care for

vour liwn and wash your e,



